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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has 
been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1/18/05 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. In the amendment filed 1/18/05, the following has occurred: claims 1, 4, 8, and 9 have 
been amended and claims 11-13 have been added. Now, claims 1-5 and 7-13 are presented 
for examination. 

3. The rejections in view of Scully et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,261 ,045 have been withdrawn 
by the Examiner based on changes made by Applicants to the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1 , 2-5, and 8-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Garback, U.S. Patent No. 5,237,499 in view of Taylor et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,899,981 and 
further in view of Kitabayashi et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,920,858. 

6. As per claim 1 , Garback teaches a schedule management system comprising a plurality 
of terminal devices interconnected over a line for performing travel expense adjustment 
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processing, wherein at least one of said plurality of terminals serves as a management terminal 
device which manages schedules of users managed in said system on an external storage 
apparatus (see Figure 1 and column 2, lines 19-22); each of said plurality of terminal devices 
other than said management terminal device serves as a schedule inputting terminal having an 
inputting device for inputting schedule information (see column 4, lines 63-67); said schedule 
management system comprising: an external storage apparatus for storing schedule information 
inputted from said inputting device of said schedule inputting terminal (see column 4, lines 63- 
67 and column 3, lines 10-15) and travel expense adjustment information representative of 
whether or not travel expense adjustment has been performed (see column 5, lines 40-60 and 
column 6, line 61 - column 7, line 8); and a computer readable medium including code for 
comparing said travel expense adjustment information and said business trip schedule 
information with each other to search for unadjusted travel expense information (see column 5, 
lines 40-60). 

7. Garback does not explicitly teach that the travel expense adjustment information is travel 
expense reimbursement information. Garback also does not explicitly teach code for extracting 
business trip schedule information based on status and classification data and code for 
determining whether or not a user of one of the terminals has indicated that the user wishes to 
reimburse the travel expense information that has not been reimbursed. Taylor teaches a 
schedule management system for processing travel expense reimbursement information (see 
column 1, line 66 - column 2, line 2) that includes code for extracting business trip schedule 
information based on status and classification data (see column 15, line 66 - column 16, line 5), 
and code for determining whether or not a user of one of the terminals has indicated that the 
user wishes to reimburse the travel expense information that has not been reimbursed (see 
column 17, lines 26-33 and column 20, lines 10-20). It would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art of travel expense management at the time of the invention to incorporate 
these travel reimbursement features into the system of Garback. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to incorporate these features for the purpose of expediting expense 
reporting incurred by employees using the system of Garback (see column 1, lines 57-63 of 
Taylor). 

8. Additionally, Garback does not explicitly teach that schedule information includes 
business trip schedule information and non-business trip schedule information and that it is 
based on status and classification data and that classification data includes a location of a 
business event and indicates whether or not the business event involved a business trip. 
Kitabayashi teaches business schedule management system that includes displaying business 
trip schedules and non displaying non-business trip schedules based upon input status and 
classification data, wherein classification data includes a location of a business event and 
indicates whether or not the business event involved a business trip (see column 12, lines 15- 
25, column 15, lines 27-36 and Figure14, note that schedule data can be filtered by event type 
and event location). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of business 
schedule management to incorporate this feature into the system of Garback. One of ordinary 
skill in the art would have been motivated to incorporate this feature for the purpose enhancing 
the variety of schedule data that can be managed while saving time and effort when registering 
and retrieving the data (see column 1 , line 66 - column 2, line 3). 

9. As per claim 2, Garback in view of Taylor and Kitabayashi teach the system of claim 1 
as described above. Garback further teaches the travel expense adjustment information 
includes first information identifying a person for whom the schedule information has been 
prepared (see column 4, lines 58-62) and second information indicating the date of a business 
trip, said schedule information including third information identifying a person for whom the 
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schedule information has been prepared and fourth information indicating the date of a business 
trip (see column 3, lines 10-30, column 4, lines 11-18, column 5, lines 40-46, and column 6, 
lines 18-19). As noted above, while Garback does not explicitly teach that travel expense 
adjustment information includes reimbursement information, this feature is obvious in view of 
Taylor for the same reasons as given above. 

10. As per claim 4, Garback teaches a user terminal provided in a schedule management 
system, the user terminal being one of a plurality of user terminals connected to a LAN, the 
plurality of user terminals being operable to manage schedules of a plurality of users, said user 
terminals comprising: an inputting means for inputting business trip schedule information (see 
column 3, lines 10-15); a schedule information editing means for editing business trip schedule 
information obtained from said inputting means to information in a form for management on an 
external storage apparatus, a schedule information storage means for storing the edited 
schedule information onto said external storage apparatus (see column 3, lines 25-30); a non 
adjusted travel expense information search means for collating the travel expense adjustment 
information stored on said external storage apparatus and the business trip schedule 
information stored on said external storage apparatus with each other to search for non 
adjusted travel expenses (see column 5, lines 40-60); a schedule and message display/reply 
means for displaying the business trip schedule information and the unadjusted information on a 
screen of the terminal (see column 5, lines 1-3 and lines 34-40); display means for displaying a 
query to a user as to whether or not the non-adjusted information is to be adjusted (see column 
5, lines 1-3 and column 6, lines 7-8); a travel expense adjustment information inputting means 
for inputting travel expense adjustment information when non-adjusted travel expenses are 
detected, a travel expense adjustment editing means for editing the travel expense adjustment 
information obtained from said reimbursement information inputting means to information in a 
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record form or a file for transmission (see column 5, lines 40-60 and column 6, line 61 - column 
7, line 8). 

1 1 . Garback does not explicitly teach that the travel expense adjustment information is travel 
expense reimbursement information. Garback also does not explicitly teach searching means 
for searching for business trip schedule information based on status and classification data and 
determining whether or not a user of one of the terminals has indicated that the user wishes to 
reimburse the travel expense information that has not been reimbursed. Taylor teaches a 
schedule management system for processing travel expense reimbursement information (see 
column 1 , line 66 - column 2, line 2) that includes searching means for searching for business 
trip schedule information based on status and classification data (see column 15, line 66 - 
column 16, line 5), determining whether or not a user of one of the terminals has indicated that 
the user wishes to reimburse the travel expense information that has not been reimbursed (see 
column 17, lines 26-33 and column 20, lines 10-20). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art of travel expense management at the time of the invention to incorporate 
these travel reimbursement features into the system of Garback. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to incorporate these features for the purpose of expediting expense 
reporting incurred by employees using the system of Garback (see column 1, lines 57-63 of 
Taylor). 

12. Additionally, Garback does not explicitly teach that schedule information includes 
business trip schedule information and non-business trip schedule information and that it is 
based on status and classification data and that classification data indicates the location of a 
business meeting. Kitabayashi teaches business schedule management system that includes 
displaying business trip schedules and non displaying non-business trip schedules based upon 
input status and classification data, wherein classification data includes a location of a business 
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event and indicates whether or not the business event involved a business trip (see column 12, 
lines 15-25, column 15, lines 27-36 and Figure14, note that schedule data can be filtered by 
event type and event location). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of 
business schedule management to incorporate this feature into the system of Garback. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to incorporate this feature for the purpose 
enhancing the variety of schedule data that can be managed while saving time and effort when 
registering and retrieving the data (see column 1, line 66 - column 2, line 3). 

13. As per claim 5, Garback in view of Taylor and Kitabayashi teach the system of claim 4 
as described above. Garback further teaches searching for the travel expense adjustment 
information stored on said external storage means based on information identifying a person or 
information identifying a trip destination (see column 4, lines 15-20, column 4, lines 58-62, 
column 5, lines 40-60, and column 6, liens 20-27), and inputting travel expense adjustment 
information based on the travel expense adjustment information in the past (see column 10, 
lines 26-29 and column 2, lines 30-55). As noted above, while Garback does not explicitly teach 
that travel expense adjustment information includes reimbursement information, this feature is 
obvious in view of Taylor for the same reasons as given above. 

14. As per claim 8, Garback teaches a schedule management system comprising a plurality 
of terminal devices interconnected over a communication link for performing travel expense 
reimbursement processing, wherein at least one of said plurality of terminals serves as a 
management terminal device which manages schedules of users managed in said system on an 
external storage apparatus (see Figure 1 and column 2, lines 19-22); each of said plurality of 
terminal devices other than said management terminal device serves as a schedule inputting 
terminal having an inputting device for inputting schedule information (see column 4, lines 63- 
67); said schedule management system comprising: an external storage apparatus for storing a 
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plurality of schedule information entries inputted from said inputting device of said schedule 
inputting terminal (see column 4, lines 63-67 and column 3, lines 10-15) and travel expense 
adjustment information representative of whether or not travel expense adjustment has been 
performed (see column 5, lines 40-60 and column 6, line 61 - column 7, line 8). 

15. Garback does not explicitly teach that the travel expense adjustment information is travel 
expense reimbursement information. Garback also does not explicitly teach code for extracting 
business trip schedule information based on classification data. Taylor teaches a schedule 
management system for processing travel expense reimbursement information (see column 1 , 
line 66 - column 2, line 2) that includes code for extracting business trip schedule information 
based on classification data (see column 15, line 66 - column 16, line 5). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of travel expense management at the time of the 
invention to incorporate these travel reimbursement features into the system of Garback. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to incorporate these features for the 
purpose of expediting expense reporting incurred by employees using the system of Garback 
(see column 1 , lines 57-63 of Taylor). 

16. Additionally, Garback does not explicitly teach that schedule information includes 
business trip schedule information and non-business trip schedule information and that it is 
based on status and classification data and that classification data indicates the location of a 
business meeting. Kitabayashi teaches business schedule management system that includes 
displaying business trip schedules and non displaying non-business trip schedules based upon 
input status and classification data, wherein classification data includes a location of a business 
event and indicates whether or not the business event involved a business trip (see column 12, 
lines 15-25, column 15, lines 27-36 and Figure14, note that schedule data can be filtered by 
event type and event location). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of 
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business schedule management to incorporate this feature into the system of Garback. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to incorporate this feature for the purpose 
enhancing the variety of schedule data that can be managed while saving time and effort when 
registering and retrieving the data (see column 1, line 66 - column 2, line 3). 

1 7. As per claim 9, Garback in view of Taylor and Kitabayashi teach the system of claim 8 
as described above. Garback does not explicitly teach code for identifying extracted entries of 
first type for which travel expense have not been reimbursed and whether or not a user of one 
of the terminals has indicated that the user wishes to reimburse the travel expense for said 
entries. Taylor further teaches determining whether or not a user of one of the terminals has 
indicated that the user wishes to reimburse the travel expense information that has not been 
reimbursed (see column 17, lines 26-33 and column 20, lines 10-20). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of travel expense management at the time of the 
invention to incorporate these travel reimbursement features into the system of Garback for the 
reasons given above with respect to claim 8. 

18. As per claim 10, Garback in view of Taylor and Kitabayashi teach the system of claim 8 
as described above. Garback does not explicitly teach status data indicative of whether or not a 
given schedule information entry has been approved. Taylor teaches including status data 
indicative of whether or not a given schedule information entry has been approved (see column 
2, lines 49-59). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of travel expense 
management at the time of the invention to incorporate these travel reimbursement features into 
the system of Garback for the reasons given above with respect to claim 8. 

19. As per claim 11, Garback in view of Taylor and Kitabayashi teach the system of claim 9 
as described above. Garback further teaches the business expenditures are travel 
expenditures (see column 6, line 61 - column 7, line 8). 
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20. As per claim 12, Garback in view of Taylor and Kitabayashi teach the system of claim 8 
as described above. Garback does not explicitly teach that the classification data are used to 
determine whether or not the corresponding business meeting involved a business expenditure. 
Taylor teaches that the classification data are used to determine whether or not the 
corresponding business event involved a business expenditure (see column 16, lines 15-31). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of travel expense management at the 
time of the invention to incorporate these travel reimbursement features into the system of 
Garback for the reasons given above with respect to claim 8. 

21. As per claim 13, Garback in view of Taylor and Kitabayashi teach the system of claim 12 
as described above. Garback further teaches the business expenditures are travel expenses 
(see column 6, line 61 - column 7, line 8). 

22. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Garback, U.S. 
Patent No. 5,237,499 in view of Taylor et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,899,981 and Kitabayashi et al., 
U.S. Patent No. 5,920,858 and further in view of Whitesage, U.S. Patent No. 5,191,523. 

23. As per claim 3, Garback in view of Taylor and Kitabayashi teach the system of claim 2 
as described above. Garback further teaches the non-adjusted travel expense adjustment 
search means searches for a person identification information in the travel expense adjustment 
information that coincides with the person identification information in the schedule information 
(see column 5, lines 40-60); and further searches for the schedule information based on the 
time and date of the travel request (see column 5, lines 40-60 and column 6, lines 28-30). 
Garback does not explicitly teach searching for a scheduled outwork date that has passed. 
Whitesage teaches the searching and retrieval of date based on a date that has passed (see 
column 7, lines 20-40). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of travel 
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expense management at the time of the invention to add this searching feature to the system of 
Garback. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to incorporate this feature 
for the purpose of providing later analysis such as producing accurate cost information for 
comparison purposes (see column 1, lines 11-12 and column 7, lines 35-36 of Whitesage). 
Additionally, and as noted above, while Garback does not explicitly teach that travel expense 
adjustment information includes reimbursement information, this feature is obvious in view of 
Taylor for the same reasons as given above. 



Response to Arguments 

24. In the remarks filed 1/18/05, Applicants argue in substance that the applied prior art fails 
to teach certain features of the claims as amended. As noted above, in response to the 
amendments, the Examiner has withdrawn the Scully reference. However, the Examiner has 
applied a new grounds of rejection in view of Kitabayashi as detailed above. Therefore, the 
arguments are now moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 



Conclusion 

25. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Luke Gilligan whose telephone number is (703) 308-6104. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8am-5:30pm. 

26. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on (703) 305-9588. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 09/508,870 



Page 12 



Art Unit: 3626 

27. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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